
8I8 hTHz BJrniAL1, SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE. [SEPT. I8, igog.

being 1 to 390; New South Wales, 1 to 277; Queensland,
1 to 264; and Victoria, 1 to 250; as compared with
Western Australia's 1 to 479. The ratio in New Zealand
in the same year was 1 to 286. On the last day of 1907 the
630 certified insane were distributed as follows: In the
Freemantle Hospital, 403; in Claremont Hospital, 171;
in Whitby Hospital, 48; and on trial, 8. As regards
nationality, 272 were natives of Australasia, 6 being
aboriginal or half-caste; 248 were natives of Great Britain,
England and Wales contributing 131, Ireland 105, and
Scotland 12; 56 were natives of other European States;
31 were of Asiatic, 2 of African, and 16 of American birth.
Only 43 per cent. of the inmates of West Australian
asylums, therefore, were natives of Australian States.

Admissions.
During the year 208 were admitted, of whom 185 were first

and 23 not-first admissions, being the largest number of ad-
missions recorded in one year in Western Australia. The admis-
sions were classified, according to the forms of mental disorder,
into: Mania of all kinds, 81; melancholia of all kinds, 25;
dementia of all kinds, 29; delusional insanity, 37; general
paralysis, 25; and idiot or imbecile, 11. As probable cause,
alcohol was assigned in 31, or just under 10 per cent.; opium
in 6, venereal disease in 25, senility in 16, epilepsy in 14, moral
causes in 31, and the remainder were distributed over the other
usually assigned etiological factors. An insane heredity was
ascertained in only 6, and previous attacks had occurred in
only 13.

Discharges, etc.
During the year 60 were discharged as recovered, giving a

recovery-rate on the admissions of 28.84, as compared with the
average for the State of 37.32 per cent.; also 9 were discharged
as relieved, 3 as not improved, and 1 escaped. During the year
51 died, giving a death-rate on the average numbers resident of
8.65 per cent. The deaths were due in 19 to cerebro-spinal
diseases, including 10 deaths from general paralysis; in 14 to
chest diseases, including 8, or 15.6 per cent. of the total deaths,
from pulmonary consumption; in 7 to senile decay; and in the
remainder to abdominal diseases. All deaths were thus due to
natural causes.

Cost.
The weekly cost of maintenance per head, after deducting

collections, was 12s. 2d.

BERLIN.
Tran8fer of the Pru8sian Medical Ministerial Department.
-Proposed Women's Ho8pital Officered by Women.
Overcrowding of the . Profes8ion in Germany.-New
Medical Institute&.

AFTER a long period of preliminary deliberations the
Prussian Government has finally decided to transfer the
Medical Ministerial Department from the much over-
weighted Cultus Ministry to the Ministry of the Interior.
It is hoped that by this change the Medical Department,
which of late years has grown immensely in importance,
may gradually acquire more independence and wider
scope.

Berlin is behind other great cities, such as London and
New York, in not possessing a women's hospital in the
exclusive charge of female doctors. This want, a very real
one, no doubt, will shortly be supplied. A committee of
female doctors has been formed and the preparatory steps
taken. Dr. Agnes Hacker, of Schoneberg, Berlin, is the
guiding spirit and president of the committee.
The annual report presented to the Union of German

Medical Practitioners (a representative body numbering
almost 23,000 members) proves that the serious over-
crowding in the profession, so often vaguely complained
of, was shown by the statistics of the employment bureau
of the union to be a sad reality. Though no fewer than
941 assistants, 2,109 locumtenents, 240 ship doctors, 618
general practitioners, and 138 student assistants were able
to find employment or settle in practice through the
instrumentality of the bureau, there remained 280 doctors
for whom no post nor any settlement with a fair hope of
success could be found. Nor is there hope that we may
see a better balance of supply and demand in the near
future; for, whereas during the winter 1905-6 the number
of medical students in German universities was 6,080, in
1908-9 it rose to 8,558-an increase of close on 2,550.
At the same time one hears and reads almost daily of

new institutes for the care or cure of some highly.

specialized ailment amongst the ills that flesh is heir to.
Still the patients come, especially to the charitable insti-
tutes, showing that the need was there-or perhaps in
some cases that a need has been created. Among the
numerous new institutes near Berlin, mention should
be made of two: The home for children with in-
herited syphilis, and the middle-class sanatorium at Falken-
hagen. The nursing home is intended for infants up
to the age of 4. A private charitable committee
has bought a well-built country villa at Friedrichs-
hagen, near Berlin, the garden of which runs down,
to the Niiggelsee, the largest lake near the eastern
suburbs, and has arranged the whole to suit its objects.
As to the middle-class sanatorium, it has nothing to do
with charity, but is meant, and bids fair, to be a paying
concern. It takes a medium position between the people's
sanatoriums and the numerous fashionable sanatoriums
with prices so high that their continued prosperous
existence is a proof of the increasing prosperity of
Germany. " Haus Falkenhagen" lies in its own pine-
forest grounds, about half an hour's rail and a short drive
from Berlin. It has a fine orchard and large vegetable
garden; the bedrooms and general rooms are well-furnished
and thoroughly hygienic; there are good arrangements for
hydropathic, for electric and mechanical treatment, for
rest cures, etc. The air and sun baths have their own
open-air douches. Everything is comfortably, but not~
luxuriously, arranged. The prices range from 4.50 marks
to 8.50 marks (4s. 6d. to 8s. 6d.) a day, including treatment.
There are no extras. The hundred beds of the establish-
ment are already fully engaged; as yet it has been open toc
men only, but there is every prospect that a wing will
shortly be added and ladies admitted as in other sana-
toriums. It is understood that tuberculous patients are
not to be received.

HOME CONDITIONS AND EYESIGHT.
SIR,-With reference to Mr. L. F. Richardson's letter

(p. 575),. I think few who have ever seen anything of
dispensary or other lower-class practice can fail to have
observed that the children of respectable artisans are kept
much indoors by their mothers, to avoid contact with their
inferiors. They may consequently often escape contagious
and infectious diseases, such as scabies, but they use their
eyes more in reading and have less opportunity of using
them on distant objects, and of exercising the power of
accommodation.-I am, etc.,
Bradford-on-Avon, Aug. 29th. JOHN BEDDOE.

SIR,-With regard to Mr. L. F. Richardson's letter on
this subject, I am afraid it is impossible to give any weight
to the "general experience of Christian workers, philan-
thropists, and school teachers " until that general experi-
ence is expressed in reliable statistics. Further, these
classes are apt to overlook points which from the statistical
side are very vital; for example, that there exists-for we
have measured it-a correlation between the age of
a child and the number of persons per room; and, again,
between the number of rooms and the age of the children.
There are further correlations between the physique of the
father and his wages and between his wages and the
number of rooms. The heredity factor is not removed
when we simply correlate number of rooms and stature of
child. To ascertain how far the environment as to rooms
influences the stature of the child, we ought to obtain the
partial correlation between rooms and stature for constant
physique of parents. This Mr. Richardson has not
iattempted, but it is essential to a final judgement in
the matter. As to the blind, it is impossible to include
them in a graduated refraction table did data exist, which
they do not. Further, Mr. Richardson has, I think, increased
by 80 per cent. the real value of the correlation between
stature and number of rooms for boys of 10 years, even
when we disregard the corrections indicated above. On
his own showing this correlation is about half the impor-
tance of the hereditary factor for one parent, about quarter
the importance for both parents together. But even thi6
conclusion appears to be largely the result of the hetero-


